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Introduction
This project is part of an elective course: Women: The 51% Minority currently being developed at Schenectady HS .Its purpose is to acquaint students with an often overlooked part of human history: the role of women in global human societies and their impact on world cultures throughout history.

The topics include little known women and their accomplishments from early civilizations to about 1750.

The project addresses the New York State curriculum by stressing an analytical view of world cultures through research skills and extensive writing assignments.

Students need to have mastered basic research skills and have a working knowledge of the major historical trends in Global Studies (grades 9 and 10).

This project should be completed in three weeks.

Learners

The students completing this project are juniors and seniors.

Instructional Modifications
No modifications are needed.
Resources

Students will need access to a computer with Internet connection and a printer. When the entire course is offered on line, they will also need an email account. 

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators


Standard 2: World History
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.
· define culture and civilization, explaining how they developed and changed over time. Investigate the various components of cultures and civilizations including social customs, norms, values, and traditions; political systems; economic systems; religions and spiritual beliefs; and socialization or educational practices 
· understand the development and connectedness of Western civilization and other civilizations and cultures in many areas of the world and over time 

· analyze historic events from around the world by examining accounts written from different perspectives 

· understand the broad patterns, relationships, and interactions of cultures and civilizations during particular eras and across eras 

· analyze changing and competing interpretations of issues, events, and developments throughout world history. 
Standard 3: Geography
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live—local, national, and global—including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.
· understand the development and interactions of social/cultural, political, economic, and religious systems in different regions of the world 
· analyze how the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the Earth’s surface (Taken from National Geography Standards, 1994) 
· explain how technological change affects people, places, and regions. 

Standard 4: Economics
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the United States and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and nonmarket mechanisms.
· analyze the effectiveness of varying ways societies, nations, and regions of the world attempt to satisfy their basic needs and wants by utilizing scarce resources 
· define and apply basic economic concepts such as scarcity, supply/demand, opportunity costs, production, resources, money and banking, economic growth, markets, costs, competition, and world economic systems 

· understand the nature of scarcity and how nations of the world make choices which involve economic and social costs and benefits
Process

Individual students must complete part 1 of this project. Part 2 offers a choice of individual work or a cooperative effort between two students. Students will be given three class periods to get their project organized and work under the teacher’s supervision in a computer lab. The final project will be due after three weeks as it will run concomitantly to regular classroom work.

Evaluation

Project will be evaluated according to a rubric that can be downloaded from the web project.
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