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Introduction
Prior to reading The Crucible, students will learn about the actual Salem Witch Trials, Joseph McCarthy and his House Un-American Activities Committee, and Arthur Miller, the author of The Crucible.  Students will visit selected Internet sites to read informational text and to find the answers to specific questions about these topics. 

Learners
This project will be used with eleventh grade students in their English class.

Resources

Students will need an Internet  connection to a computer and a printer.

Standards

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation. 

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 

ISTE Standards:                                                           

Technology research tools 

· Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 

· Students use technology tools to process data and report results. 

· Students evaluate and select new information resources and technological innovations based on the appropriateness for specific tasks. 

Process
Students will use this project in preparation for reading The Crucible.  They will use computers with Internet access to visit pre-selected websites that will assist them in answering a group of questions about the history of Salem and how it led to Arthur Miller’s response to Joe            McCarthy and his committee.

Evaluation

Students will use their answers to participate in a class discussion about the background of The Crucible.

Credits and References

Arthur Miller @Web English Teacher  http://www.webenglishteacher.com/miller.html

The New Yorker From the Archives   http://www.newyorker.com/archive/content/?020422fr_archive02
 
Search the Crucible project   http://www.curriculumunits.com/crucible/search2.htm
http://www.theword.org.uk/news.html
http://www.moderntimes.com/palace/blacklist.htm
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