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Introduction
Many new learners to Spanish are not aware of the distinct differences between the Hispanic countries.  They sometimes think that all Spanish-speaking people look the same, sound the same, eat the same foods, and enjoy the same activities.  This activity will introduce some basic differences between Mexico, Spain, and other Spanish-speaking countries and hopefully lead students to understand that Spanish- speaking countries enjoy many cultural differences.  This activity will be introduced at the beginning of the year.  It can be done in a lab as group or partner work, in a classroom with one computer as a teacher-directed lesson, or as an out of class task to be done at home.    

Learners
New learners to Spanish will benefit from this activity, preferably middle school age.

Resources
Computer, Internet connection, printer, classroom TV with computer connection access.

Standards   

Standard 2: Cultural Understanding Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings.
Process

This activity is designed to enhance a discussion on Spanish speaking countries.  After initial introductory lessons, this would be a suitable time to do this activity and clarify that Spanish-speaking countries who share the language are not the same in many aspects.  Students can use this format to compare and contrast other Hispanic countries also.

.

Evaluation
There are different methods for evaluating this activity.  Information from this project could be reported back to the class by a group who worked together, by individuals who worked alone, or as a teacher directed interview after doing the project.  Pieces of information could be used on a quiz or test as supplementary assessment items or extra credit. 
Credits and References
See main web page for credits and references
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