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Introduction
This treasure hunt will allow students to develop an understanding of the diversity of states throughout the United States.  Students will be allowed to explore states in various regions of the U.S.  Both social studies and language arts skills will be addressed in this project.   Students will need to have a basic knowledge of computer use, reading, writing and United States geography skills.  Most students should be able to complete this activity in two class periods.

Learners
This United States treasure hunt was designed for a 2nd grade social studies unit.

Instructional Modifications
Students will work in groups of two.  Groups will be arranged to ensure that various reading levels are addressed.  

Resources
List the resources that students need in order to complete this project. Examples: Internet connection, email account, computer, printer, etc. 

Students will need an Internet connection, printer and pencils.


Supplemental Activities
To supplement this activity students can use atlases, non-fiction books, CD-Roms, 

and Internet sites to further explore other states in the United States.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators

English Language Arts 
Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such sources as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams
• select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another

• select and use strategies that have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information
ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning• make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words

• support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns

• accurately paraphrase what they have heard or read

• follow directions that involve a few steps

• ask for a clarification of a classmate's idea in a group discussion

• use concept maps, semantic webs, or outlines to organize information they have collected

• use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts
Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.
Social Studies 
Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface. 

*locate places within the local community, State, and nation; locate the Earth’s continents in relation to each other and to principal parallels and meridians (Adapted from National Geography Standards, 1994)
• identify and compare the physical, human, and cultural characteristics of different regions and people (Adapted from National Geography Standards, 1994)

*ask geographic questions about where places are located; why they are located where they are; what is important about their locations; and how their locations are related to the location of other people and places (Adapted from National Geography Standards, 1994)

• gather and organize geographic information from a variety of sources and display in a number of ways

• analyze geographic information by making relationships, interpreting trends and relationships, and analyzing geographic data. (Adapted from National Geography Standards, 1994)

ISTE National Educational Technology Standards for Students 
Basic Operations and Concepts 
1. Students demonstrate a sound understanding of the nature and operation of technology systems.
2. Students are proficient in the use of technology. 
Social, Ethical, and Human Issues  
1. Students understand the ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology. 
2. Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software. 
3. Students develop positive attitudes toward technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity.   
Technology Productivity Tools 
1. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 
2. Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works. 
Technology Communications Tools 
1. Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences. 
2. Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.
3. Students evaluate and select new information resources and technological innovations based on the appropriateness for specific tasks. 
Technology Research Tools 
1. Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 
2. Students use technology tools to process data and report results. 
Technology Problem-solving and Decision-making Tools 
1. Students use technology resources for solving problems and making informed decisions. 
2. Students employ technology in the development of strategies for solving problems in the real world. 
Process
Explain the procedure of how this project will be used within your class.  Be specific. Will it be used by the individual student as an enrichment opportunity, will it be a group activity, a homework assignment, a lab activity, etc.

Evaluation
Explain how you will evaluate the student's success after using the learning content. Please indicate if there is an evaluation tool within the web learning content. 
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