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Introduction
Students will be working in groups of four to enhance their appreciation and understanding of the book, Sacajawea, by Joseph Bruchac.  Each study group contains a geographer, a historian, a Native American tribal expert and a naturalist.
The purpose of the project is an understanding of cultural and geographic elements affecting the Lewis and Clark expedition. A variety of literary genres including memoir, myth and legend, journaling, primary documents, and historical fiction will be studied as well.
Students will begin with personal journaling and class discussion about cultural diversity and Native American lifestyle in contrast to attitudes of Anglo explorers. 

This study will require four weeks of ELA class time.



Learners
Heterogeneous groups of sixth graders will work on the project during their regularly scheduled ELA classes.  They will work in cooperative learning groups.

Instructional Modifications
Students will work in groups to accommodate interests and abilities.  A push in Special Education teacher will work with students who have special needs. Cooperative learning groups will contain students of various ability levels.

Resources

Students will be using a computer lab with Internet access as well as their ELA journals, other reference books, and the book, Sacajawea.
Supplemental Activities
Each student will be responsible for keeping a journal emphasizing his or her area of “expertise”.  Each group will be working toward a classroom presentation either with artwork, pictures, posters, drama, or PowerPoint.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators
 
English Language Arts 
Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

· understand and use the text features that make information accessible and usable, such as format, sequence, level of diction, and relevance of details as 
-    interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference materials, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, graphs, use technical terms correctly in subject area reports charts, diagrams, and electronic data bases intended for a general audience 
· compare and synthesize information from different sources
· use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information
· distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion • relate new information to prior knowledge and experience
Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.

      -   organize information according to an identifiable structure, such as compare/ contrast or general to specific

· establish an authoritative stance on the subject and provide references to establish the validity and verifiability of the information presented 

· use technical terms correctly in subject area reports
Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

 -  understand that within any group there are many different points of view depending on the particular interests and values of the individual, and recognize those differences in perspective in texts and presentations (e.g., in considering whether to let a new industry come into a community, some community members might be enthusiastic about the additional jobs that will be created while others are concerned about the air and noise pollution that could result)

· evaluate their own and others’ work based on a variety of criteria (e.g., logic, clarity, comprehensiveness, conciseness, originality, conventionality) and recognize the varying effectiveness of different approaches

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the Accepted conventions of the English language for effective social Communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and Listeners, they will use the social communications of others to Enrich their understanding of people and their views.

· read and discuss social communications and electronic communications of other writers and use some of the techniques of those writers in their own writing

· listen attentively to others and build on others’ ideas in conversations with peers and adults
· participate in small group discussions in class
Social Studies 
Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

· explore the meaning of American culture by identifying the key ideas, beliefs, and patterns of behavior, and traditions that help define it and unite all Americans

· use a variety of sources to study historic and contemporary events in the United States; investigate different interpretations of the events and identify circumstances of time and place that influence the authors’ perspectives
· after reading about ordinary people in historic time periods, such as a Revolutionary War soldier, a suffragist, or a child laborer during the 1800s, write a short story or diary account explaining how this individual fought to support democratic values and beliefs
Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface.  

 -map information about people, places, and environments
The Arts

Standard 4: Understanding the Cultural Contributions of the Arts Students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic communication and how the arts turn shape the diverse cultures of past and present society. 

   -develop a point of view on an issue then use improvisation to convey that point of view to an audience
Process

The project will be completed as part of the required work for every sixth grade ELA  student .  Students will be working in groups but each will have an individual responsibility. 

Evaluation

Some of the project will be evaluated as a group and some of the products including the journal will be used as an individual grade.
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