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Introduction

This project will provide students with the opportunity to do research on the solar system using the Internet.  They will learn a basic overview of the planets, sun and Earth.  Students should have a basic introduction to the solar system before they complete the treasure hunt.  This treasure hunt will take 3-5 periods to complete.

Learners

This treasure hunt will be used by 7th and 8th graders in a Life Skills Program.  The skill level for this treasure hunt is 1st-2nd grade.

Instruction Modifications

We will read the treasure hunt questions together as a group before going to the computer room.  Students will have the option of working in pairs on the treasure hunt.

Resources

Internet connection, computer, printer, pencil, paper

Supplemental Activities

Writing tasks, model projects, reading activities

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators

Math, Science and Technology

Standard 1 - Analysis, Inquiry, and Design 

Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering design, as appropriate, to pose questions, seek answers, and develop solutions.

· ask 'why' questions in attempts to seek greater understanding concerning objects and events they have observed and heard about.

Standard 2 - Information Systems 

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

· access needed information from printed media, electronic data bases, and community resources.

Standard 4 - Science 

Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science.

· describe patterns of daily, monthly, and seasonal changes in their environment.

English/Language Arts
Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 
Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding - As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

· gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagram
Process

This task will be completed individually or in groups of two as a lab activity.  Each student will print out a copy of the treasure hunt and fill in their answers as they complete the treasure hunt.

Evaluation

Students will be evaluated by how correctly they answer the questions from the hunt.
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