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Basic Skills Instruction/Grade 6

Oneida Middle School
Introduction

This treasure hunt on oceans is designed to give students general background information about oceans.  It is designed to introduce students to using links to find information.  Students will be expected to read questions and use given links to find answers.  This will entail students to read independently and to help them to be independent learners.  Students will need to be able to read the material presented in both the questions and the sites given to be successful.  This assignment should be completed in two forty-minute lab periods.  
Learners

The students who will be using this treasure hunt are students reading at a second -third grade reading level.  The links given were chosen because they are kid friendly and easy to read and understand.  The information the students are searching for is also designed for students at an elementary level of learning.
Instructional Modifications

Students will be encouraged to complete this assignment independently.  Students are reminded to look at key words in the question and find the same key words in the given site.  The classroom teacher and paraprofessional will be available to help students with unknown words in the questions and the sites.  
Resources

Students will need access to a computer with an Internet connection, and a printer.  Students will also need to know how to log on to the Internet using their own I.D. and password.  They will need at least two classroom periods to complete the assignment.  
Supplemental Activities

· Create a brochure about the ocean to include pictures and narratives.

· Use Puzzlemaker to create a crossword puzzle about the ocean.

· Create a mural of the ocean with labels and narratives.

· Create different types of graphs to contain information about ocean life (animals & plants)

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators
Standard 4 (Science)
Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science.

· describe the characteristics of and variations between living and nonliving things.

Standard 1 (English/Language Arts) 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding - As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 
 

· make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words.


Standard 2 (Information Systems)

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

· access needed information from printed media, electronic data bases, and community resources.

Process

The treasure hunt will be used as an introduction activity for a unit on oceans.  Students will use two lab periods to complete the treasure hunt.  The intent of the treasure hunt as an introduction activity is to entice students into becoming curious about learning about oceans.  Additional information and research will follow up each of the questions asked.  

Evaluation

Students will be asked to complete a multiple-choice quiz. They will also be asked to write a two-paragraph summary about oceans.
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