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Introduction
This site is an organized collection of games from the Internet that reinforce select pre- reading skills.  It was designed to give kindergarten students opportunities to practice letter recognition, letter sounds, and beginning word skills.  It is assumed that children will have some previous knowledge of these skills before using the games.

Students will need familiarity with computers and the computer lab.  They will need to be instructed to play the games, but not to click on surrounding frames or graphics in order to keep them in the game location.  They will need to be able to use the “back” button on their computer to return to this site. 

This site could be introduced as a whole class lab activity when all students have some letter knowledge, and used for reinforcement and follow-up during the school year as desired.  The entire list of games would require several sessions to play completely.

 Learners
This program was designed for use by children in regular and inclusion classes and is appropriate for children with special needs, with adaptations normally used with the computer.  This program could be used with a whole class in the lab, or with individuals or small groups in the lab or classroom.

Instructional Modifications
The games on this site are organized into three skill levels:  letters, sounds, and words.  Children should start with the easiest games first (letters), or be assigned according to their skill level predetermined by the teacher.
Resources
Students need access to computers with Internet connections to use this program.

Supplemental Activities
1. Practice printing letters and words

2. Create a picture dictionary for each child or as a class collaboration.

3.  Create artwork for each letter, such as the letter B made from beans, the letter F from feathers, etc.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding
Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.
Students:
· gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams 

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 
· select and use strategies they have been taught for note-taking, organizing, and categorizing information 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

· make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words 

· support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns. 

This is evident, for example, when students:


-accurately paraphrase what they have heard or read 
-follow directions that involve a few steps

-ask for clarification of a classmate’s idea in a group discussion 
-use concept maps, semantic webs, or outlines to organize information they have collected.
Process
This activity will be used as a whole group activity in the computer lab several times during the year to practice letter and sound skills.  It will also be used in the computer lab by small groups and/or individuals who need extra practice or more time for learning.  Parents will be able to access this program from the class website and use it with their children at home.

Evaluation
This program does not contain an assessment tool, but children will be assessed three times during the school year for letter and sound knowledge, and this program can be used prescriptively with children who do not meet benchmark skill levels.
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