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Introduction

The purpose of this activity is to help students learn more about the characters in the book, Of Mice and Men before they begin the reading.  The topics covered will include learning specific character traits of each of the 5 main characters.  To be successful with this activity, students need to know how to use the internet and find key facts about each character that will enable them to know their personalities.  I believe this activity can be implemented and completed in 1-2 class periods.  This may vary with the population of students in which you are teaching.


Learners

The students who will be using this project in my class are 10th grade special needs students in English class.  The students' disabilities vary from learning disabilities to emotionally disturbed.  The majority of the students have significant reading difficulties. 

Instructional Modifications

Modifications that may be required to accommodate my students for this activity include a time extension for completion of the task, guiding the students through the task of reading the facts on the webpage and brief one-on-one instruction with each student while they are completing the activity.

Resources

The resources needed for students to complete this assignment include: 

· Computer                

· Internet

· Paper/Questions

· Writing Utensil

Supplemental Activities

· Writing projects about each individual character to learn more in-depth information about each.  

· Open Mind activity using characteristics of each character.

· Character Webs listing specific traits for each character.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators


STANDARD 1- Language for information and understanding.

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding - As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

	Intermediate

	· interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference materials, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, graphs, charts, diagrams, and electronic data bases intended for a general audience. 

Sample Task(s)
· compare and synthesize information from different sources. 

Sample Task(s)
· use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information. 

Learning Experience(s)
Sample Task(s)
· distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion. 

Learning Experience(s)
Sample Task(s)
· relate new information to prior knowledge and experience. 

Sample Task(s)
· understand and use the text features that make information accessible and usable, such as format, sequence, level of diction, and relevance of details


STANDARD 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation - As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will present, in oral and written language and from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

	Intermediate

	· analyze, interpret, and evaluate information, ideas, organization, and language from academic and nonacademic texts, such as textbooks, public documents, book and movie reviews, and editorials. 

Sample Task(s)
· assess the quality of texts and presentations, using criteria related to the genre, the subject area, and purpose (e.g., using the criteria of accuracy, objectivity, comprehensiveness, and understanding of the game to evaluate a sports editorial). 

Sample Task(s)
· understand that within any group there are many different points of view depending on the particular interests and values of the individual, and recognize those differences in perspective in texts and presentations (E.g., in considering whether to let a new industry come into a community, some community members might be enthusiastic about the additional jobs that will be created while others are concerned about the air and noise pollution that could result.). 

Learning Experience(s)
Sample Task(s)
· evaluate their own and others' work based on a variety of criteria (e.g., logic, clarity, comprehensiveness, conciseness, originality, conventionality) and recognize the varying effectiveness of different approaches.


Process

This project will be as a group activity in the computer lab as a pre-reading enrichment activity.  The students will be given directions and instructions on how to reach the content web page.  Once students reach the web page, I will then give whole class directions on how the activity will be completed.  Once the students have begun working, I will then make my way around the room, working with each individual student, making sure each student knows how to complete the activity and answering any questions they may have.  

Evaluation

The student's success will be determined by completion of the activity, as well as the number of correct answers to the 10 questions on the content page.  This will be graded partially as effort, as well as a class activity grade.
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