Learning Content Information Page

Mexican Holidays

[image: image1.png]



By Darlene Cardillo

darlene.cardillo@rcda.org
Grades 5-8 Spanish/Social Studies
Albany Diocese
Introduction
The purpose of this project is for students to learn about how some of the important Mexican holidays are celebrated and for the students to compare this new knowledge to what they already know about how the corresponding American holidays.


Learners
This project can be used by students in grades 5-8 as part of the Social Studies or Spanish curriculum.  

Instructional Modifications
This project can be done by students individually or in small groups. It can be done as a homework assignment or a class assignment in the school computer lab.

Resources
In order to complete this project, students need a computer with an Internet connection as well as MSOffice Professional.

Supplemental Activities
A comparative essay could be done as a follow-up language arts assignment. For Spanish class, students could learn the Spanish vocabulary related to the Mexican holiday.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators

Mathematics, Science, and Technology - Standard 2: Information Systems- Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Performance Indicators:

· Students access needed information from electronic data bases and on-line telecommunication services
· Students systematically obtain accurate and relevant information pertaining to a particular topic from a range of sources
· Students use presentation software to present project to fellow classmates.
Languages Other Than English - Standard 2: Cultural Understanding- Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings.    

Social Studies - Standard 2: World History- Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

Performance Indicators:

· Students know the social and economic characteristics, such as customs, traditions, child-rearing practices, ways of making a living, education and socialization practices, gender roles, foods, and religious and spiritual beliefs that distinguish different cultures and civilizations
· Students interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history
· Students view history through the eyes of those who witnessed key events and developments in world history by analyzing their literature, diary accounts, letters, artifacts, art, music, architectural drawings, and other documents
· Students investigate important events and developments in world history by posing analytical questions, selecting relevant data, distinguishing fact from opinion, hypothesizing cause-and-effect relationships, testing these hypotheses, and forming conclusions

English Language Arts - Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding - Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. 

Performance Indicators:

· Students interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference materials, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, graphs, charts, diagrams, and electronic data bases intended for a general audience.
· Students compare and synthesize information from different sources
· Students use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information
· Students distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion.
· Students Relate new information to prior knowledge and experience
· Students establish an authoritative stance on the subject and provide references to establish the validity and verifiability of the information presented

· Students develop information with appropriate supporting material, such as facts, details, illustrative examples or anecdotes; and exclude extraneous material.
· Students use standard English for formal presentation of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

 NETS Standards

Basic Operations and Concepts 
1. Students demonstrate a sound understanding of the nature and operation of technology systems.
2. Students are proficient in the use of technology. 
Social, Ethical, and Human Issues  
1. Students understand the ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology. 
2. Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software. 
3. Students develop positive attitudes toward technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity.   
Technology Productivity Tools 
1. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 
2. Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works. 
Technology Communications Tools 
1. Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences. 
2. Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.
3. Students evaluate and select new information resources and technological innovations based on the appropriateness for specific tasks. 
Technology Research Tools 
1. Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 
2. Students use technology tools to process data and report results. 
Technology Problem-solving and Decision-making Tools 
1. Students use technology resources for solving problems and making informed decisions. 
2. Students employ technology in the development of strategies for solving problems in the real world
Process
After choosing one Mexican holiday and learning about this holiday using the web links, the students will complete the graphic organizer and a VENN diagram. They will then individually or in small groups do a PowerPoint slideshow and present it to the class.

Evaluation
A rubric will evaluate the final project. 
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