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Introduction

The Goal of this treasure hunt is to provide students with pertinent information that relates to the characters and setting of John Steinbeck’s The Pearl.  The focus of the hunt is on the history of the colonization of Mexico and the present-day status of La Paz, Mexico (the setting for The Pearl).  This information will enhance students’ understanding of what they encounter while reading the novel.  Furthermore, the study of colonization and Mexican culture parallels with the 8th grade foreign language curriculum.  This hunt is designed to introduce students to topics relevant to what they come upon in The Pearl.   They should have a basic understanding of proper Internet usage, but the hunt is very easy to navigate and understand.  This treasure hunt should be able to be completed within one 40-minute class period.  

Learners

This treasure hunt is designed for 8th grade English students.  Students will have a wide range of academic backgrounds including honors, inclusion, remedial, AIS, and ESL.  

Instructional Modifications

All students should be able to complete this hunt successfully.  Any special education accommodations that are required for students with special learning needs should be followed, as they would be in a regular classroom setting. 

Resources

The resources that students need in order to complete this project include Internet connection, computer, and printer.

Supplemental Activities

Activities that will supplement this lesson include class discussions of the material that will be encountered when reading The Pearl, whole class review of information learned from the treasure hunt (after completed), and, of course, the reading of the novel.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators

Students will be working on the following NYS standards for English Language Arts:

· Reading and writing for information and understanding

· Reading and writing for critical analysis and evaluation

· Reading, writing, listening, and speaking for social interaction

Specific Performance Indicators-

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their

investigation and relate ideas from one text to another
· present information clearly in a variety of oral and

written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief

reports, stories, posters, and charts

· include relevant information and exclude extraneous

material

· make distinctions about the relative value and

significance of specific data, facts, and ideas
Process

Individual students will use this activity during class time as an enrichment activity.  The follow-up discussions will be enhanced by the knowledge students gain from completing this treasure hunt.

Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the actual treasure hunt that they turn in for a grade.  They will also be evaluated on their ability to discuss what was learned from the hunt during class discussions that focus on The Pearl. 
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