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Introduction

This project focuses on getting students to create their own stories and share them with others. It covers all areas of language arts including writing, reading, speaking, and listening.  Connections to different content areas could easily be made through related activities. Students in the early stages of reading and writing could use this activity to practice new skills acquired. Expectations will vary throughout the year depending on individual student abilities. This is a daily classroom activity that could take 5 minutes or longer depending on how or if you decide to connect it to other curriculum. 

Learners
This project was designed to be used in a 1st grade language arts program but could easily be adapted to other grade levels. It can be used with students of all abilities by modifying the expectations.

Instructional Modifications
Expectations of the student’s writing and reading of the journal could be modified based on their developmental levels in these areas. For example, a non-writer may dictate a story to his/her parents and have them write it, while the student illustrates the text. Another example may be, that the student draws a picture and labels it and then tells a story to go with it to the class. 

Resources
Internet Connection, computer, printer, bear stuffed animal in a tote bag, journal to record adventure in, worksheets for extension activities.

Supplemental Activities

There are many possibilities for supplemental activities. The underlined ones below are ones that we have included in this project.

-Map activity where students are able to locate their county region and city

-Language Arts activity where students compare and contrast a real bear and a stuffed bear

-Science activity where students view a video on bears and write 3 facts that they learned

-Mapping the locations LLB visited
-Graphing (weather, number of sports activities he attended, places he slept, etc)

-Creative story writing (developed new ending, use journal entry as a new story starter)

-Connect to math to real world applications (telling time, problem solving, etc.)

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators
Standard 1—Language for Information and Understanding
Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.
Elementary Listening and Reading
1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.
Students:
· Gather and interpret information from other children’s presentations 

· Select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 
· Ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

· Make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words 

· Support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns. 

Elementary Speaking and Writing
2. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly. 
Students:
· Present information clearly. 
· Use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information 

· Include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

· Observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structures appropriate to written forms. 

Standard 3—Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation
Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
Elementary Listening and Reading
1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria.
Students:
· Make decisions about the story they heard and determine if the story is fiction or non-fiction
· Evaluate their own strategies for reading and listening critically 

Standard 4—Language for Social Interaction
Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.
Elementary Listening and Speaking 
1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations.
Students:
· Listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 

· Take turns speaking and respond to others’ ideas in conversations on familiar topics 

· Recognize the kind of interaction appropriate for different circumstances, such as story hour, group discussions, and one-on-one conversations. 

Elementary Reading and Writing
2. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with others.
Students:
· Read and discuss their adventure with LBB and his journal to learn the conventions of social writing. 

NETS Standards
Technology Productivity Tools 
1. Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 
2. Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works. 
Process
Students will individually prepare a story to tell about their adventure with LBB. This will be shared with the class. The class will listen to the presenter and will respond by asking questions to clarify / enhance their understanding. This project is both an individual and whole group activity. The individual portion is a homework assignment and the whole group portion can lead to a variety of activities as listed in part under the Supplemental Activities. 

Evaluation
· Teacher observation of the progress individual students are making in writing / reading / speaking / listening  / questioning skills throughout the year.

· Rubric for each of these areas

· The journal will show evidence throughout the year of progress in writing.

· Student presentations will show evidence of progress in speaking and reading aloud.

· Participation of the audience will show evidence of student’s improved questioning skills.      
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