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Introduction

The Learning Content will include periods and events in World History where civilizations experienced dramatic changes.  These periods are known as the Neolithic Revolution, the Commercial Revolution, Reformation, Exploration, Scientific Revolution, Political Revolutions, Industrial Revolution, World War II, Cold War I, and Post-Cold War.
Students will gain greater knowledge of the causes of these events and what effects it had on civilizations which resulted in historical changes.  They will also gain experience in reading outside resources and building upon research skills.  In order for the students to be successful with this learning content, they must have basic understanding of human nature and needs.  They will also need to know how to access their folders, navigate to and from different Windows, and how to save and print their work.
Day 1: Class Discussion – Ask students to brainstorm a list of important events in US or World history (prior knowledge) and what significant changes came about as a result of it.  Define ‘Turning Point’ and outline its key factors.  Allow students to re-examine their list and explain why they are considered positive or negative turning points.
Day 2: Computer Day – Open Assignment (Treasure Hunt).  Print questions and allow time for questions to be read, rephrased, or simplified necessary.  Assist students through Question 1.  Allow time to complete their answers on the Answer Sheet.
Day 3: Computer Day – Students will work on answering all ten (10) questions on Answer sheet.  Allow time to print final copy.
Day 4: Students will discuss their answers.  Have students explain why these events were considered turning points.  Ask students to evaluate whether the event had a positive or negative influence on that region. Assist students in recognizing similarities and differences.

Learners

10th Grade students of mixed abilities will be using this project.  This will include students whom:

(1) have 6th to 9th grade reading abilities, (2) have limited writing abilities, and (3) are, predominantly,
 visual learners.

Instructional Modifications

Text summaries will be given to help students focus on the information they are seeking as well as an outline of the information they will be provided.  Answer sheets will also provide key words/terms to be used in their answers.  Students will be grouped with mixed abilities and support is in a 15:1 format accommodating the range of abilities and needs. 

Resources

To complete this project, students will use a computer with internet-access as well as a printer to print their activity sheets.  Students will also be allowed to access a dictionary and other writing tools to complete their assignment. 

Supplemental Activities

For extra credit, the students may elect to create a timeline of the events discussed.  The timeline should also include visuals (pictures) provided from these sights.  They can also create a multimedia presentation from the information and pictures provided from the assigned Internet sites.  Supplemental reading may also be used to create a topic essay on  ‘Change & Turning Points’, etc…
NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators
 

Standard 1 - History of the United States and New York 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.
Standard 2 - World History 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.
Standard 3 - Geography 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth's surface.
Standard 4 - Economics 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the U.S. and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and non-market mechanisms.
Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the U.S. and other nations; the United States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.
Process

This project will be used in conjunction with regents-based curriculum and testing.  Students will prepare a day before project with a brainstorming session and group activity.  The project will be given during the beginning period of regent’s review, last 2 months of the school year.  The individual students will use it as a computer lab activity, as well as an enrichment opportunity, and practice for those students who will be taking the Global History & Geography Regents and/or Global History Regents Competency Test (RCTs).

Evaluation

Student’s progress will be evaluated based on their ability to score a 3 or more on the Global History & Geography Regents, Document-Based Questions, Part A, on Change & Turning Points. 

Credits and References

1.  The Neolithic Revolution
http://tiger.towson.edu/users/awarni1/neolithic_revolution.htm
2.  The Commercial Revolution
http://www.historyteacher.net/EuroProjects/ExamReviewSheets/CommercialRevol%20Review.htm
3. The Reluctant Revolutionary

http://www.pbs.org/empires/martinluther/about_relu.html
4.  Seeking a Route to the Indies
http://www2.worldbook.com/wc/popup?path=features/explorers&page=html/age_seeking.html&direct=yes
5.  Enlightenment and Revolution
http://faculty.fullerton.edu/nfitch/history110b/enlight.html
6.  American Revolution: The Effects
http://library.thinkquest.org/25909/html/content/american_rev_affects.html?tqskip1=1
7.  Causes and Factors that Contributed to the Rise of Imperialism
http://www.pinkmonkey.com/studyguides/subjects/worldhis/chap10/w1010201.asp
8.  Effects of World War II
http://www2.sunysuffolk.edu/westn/effectww2.html
9.  Causes and Effects of the Cold War
http://allsands.com/History/Events/causesandeffec_zng_gn.htm
10.  Deterring Regional Aggressors in the Post-Cold War Era
http://www.rand.org/publications/RB/RB25/rb25.html
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