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Introduction
A student’s success in eleventh grade New York State American History is contingent upon an understanding of the United States Constitution.  Several constitutional elements, including checks and balances, separation of powers, federalism, and judicial review are woven throughout the fabric of the course.  Students will use this project to review the most significant of these constitutional principles.  They are directed to use a web search to review their understanding of each element.  The review requires students to complete various tasks, including viewing video clips, class discussions and written responses. 

Learners
The project is designed to be used by grade 11 American History students in New York State.

 It is especially appropriate for students reviewing for the Regents exam in American History and Government.
Resources
In order to complete this project the student will need access to the Internet, a computer, a printer, and a writing utensil.  
The following New York State Standards in the academic area of social studies will be addressed in the project:

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of he necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the united States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 

The following Technology Foundation Standards for Students will be addressed in the project:

Standard 1: Basic operations and concepts 

      Students demonstrate a sound understanding of the nature and operation of technology systems. 

      Students are proficient in the use of technology. 

Standard 3:  Technology productivity tools 

      Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 

Standard 4:  Technology communications tools 

      Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences. 

      Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences. 

Standard 5: Technology research tools 


Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 

      Students use technology tools to process data and report results. 

Standard 6:  Technology problem-solving and decision-making tools 

      Students use technology resources for solving problems and making informed decisions.

      Students employ technology in the development of strategies for solving problems in the real 

      world. 

 

Process
Students will use this project to review for the final exam in eleventh grade American History. The project is divided into major constitutional principles.  The majority of the sites ask students to apply information learned during the year.  The federalism task, for example, requires that students apply the principle to current educational issues. 
Evaluation
Several evaluative instruments are included with the project.  These include a series of questions that students answer on a worksheet that is attached to the project.  Each student is also required to complete an assignment unique to the constitutional principle under review.  Students are also directed to a Regents review web site where there are several items that provide students with the opportunity to evaluate themselves.
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