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Introduction to Character Traits
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By Sonya Summersell

ssummersell@ballstonspa.k12.ny.us
Grade 6 English

Ballston Spa Middle School
Introduction
This introduction to character traits is designed to get students thinking about and brainstorming about important traits.   Once the activity is completed, students will have a better understanding of character traits and a longer list to draw from.  Students need no prior knowledge, other than personal experience and some self-awareness.  The time required for this activity is approximately two days; although, it is ongoing in the sense that it is the foundation to a yearlong look at character traits and characterization while reading novels.


Learners
Learners will be homogenous groups of students, including special education and 504 plan students.  This program will be used in a grade 6, English class.

Instructional Modifications
This activity will need to be completed in a computer lab, so that all students have access to a computer, and a printer as necessary.  As for modifications, questions may need to be re-asked in a different way for clarification.  In addition, students will need to print the worksheet for completion.
Resources
Students will need the following resources:  computer, printer, Internet access, printer paper, and pens/pencils

Supplemental Activities
Writing tasks, vocabulary, background information for future learning of character traits, and characterization as applied to literature, and class discussion will be supplemental activities for this project.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators
English Language Arts 
Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information

· gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams 
· select and use strategies they have been taught for note-taking, organizing, and categorizing information 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

· make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words 

· support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns
· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structures appropriate to written forms. 
Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues

· recognize that the criteria that one uses to analyze and evaluate anything depend on one’s point of view and purpose for the analysis 
· evaluate their own strategies for reading and listening critically (such as recognizing bias or false claims, and understanding the difference between fact and opinion) and adjust those strategies to understand the experience more fully. 
· express opinions (in such forms as oral and written reviews, letters to the editor, essays, or persuasive speeches) about events, books, issues, and experiences, supporting their opinions with some evidence 
ISTE National Educational Technology Standards for Students 

Basic Operations and Concepts 

Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software

Technology Productivity Tools 
· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity

Technology Research Tools 
1. Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 

2. Students use technology tools to process data and report results

Process
This activity will be used as a group activity as an introduction to character traits which will be the foundation to an ongoing character study, characterization as applied to literature.
Evaluation
Students’ answers will be evaluated by their responses to the worksheet and lab activity.  Future evaluation will be quizzes and writing activities.
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