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Introduction
Students will research and present information about an author’s life and their created works.  Students will be responsible for exhibiting that information in a visual format.

Learners
This project is designed for intermediate elementary school level students.  It requires learning library research skills to meet NY State Learning Standards and ISTE Standards. 

Resources
The resources that students need in order to complete this project are: computer, Internet connection, printer, library reference books, graphic organizer template, rubrics and materials for visual presentation. 

Standards - NY State 
English Language Arts 

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues

Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

The Arts

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles.

This project also meets the all of the ISTE Standards for Technology and for English Language Arts.
Process

1. Students will choose an author to research.  Students may use the classroom/library biography collection or search Internet sites for their choice.

2. Students will research and collect these pieces of information about their chosen author:

a picture, biographical information, created works list, awards and interesting facts. This information will be noted on a graphic organizer template.

3. Students will read a selected fiction book from their chosen author and write a review of that book.

4. Students will create a visual presentation to display the author’s information.

Evaluation
Students will be required to complete one rubric for their work of collecting data, one rubric for their book report, and another one for the visual display project.

Credits and References

Use these sites for information about authors:

http://www.childrenslit.com/f_mai.htm - Meet Authors and Illustrators
http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/askauthor/Biographies.html  - The Internet Public Library – Author Page

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/authorname.html - Children’s Author’s Birthdays

Use these sites for information about writing a book review.

http://www.pwcs.edu/pattie/admin/howtodoabookreview.htm - How to write a book review.

http://www.geocities.com/~kidsanddogs/bkreports2.html - How To Write a Book Report
http://www.infoplease.com/homework/wsbookreportelem.html - How to Write a Book Report:
Upper Elementary School level
Use these sites to help you create a visual presentation for your information.

http://abcbabysit.com/projects/dioramas.htm - How to create a diorama.

http://www.vigoco.k12.in.us/~fuqael/coolproj/cereal.htm - How to make a cereal box report.

http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/folder.html - How to make trading cards.

http://www.aaronshep.com/rt/Tips1.html - How to write a Reader’s Theater script.

http://www.planet.eon.net/~bplaroch/indexb.html - Young Author’s Workshop

Book Resources:

More Alternatives to Worksheets by Hiatt, Catherine, Doug Wolven, Gwen Botka, and Jennifer Richmond.  Creative Teaching Press, Inc., Cypress, CA 90630.  1994

Meet the Authors and Illustrators by Kovacs, Deborah and James Preller.  Scholastic Professional Books, New York.  1991.

Individual author biographies and fiction books written by selected authors in school library collections.
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