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Introduction
This animal research project page is a resource provided to students and teachers to create an animal research report.  Students will be required to collect information onto a note page.  When all notes are compiled using the Internet resources, students will then write a report about their specific animal.  Afterwards, a power point presentation will be completed in the science lab and posted on the Internet.  An at-home activity accompanies this project.  As a result of this project, students will be well prepared for the NYS ESPET exam, which will be given in May of Fourth Grade. 

Learners

Students in Fourth Grade will be completing this project.  This project integrates subjects in the areas of English Language Arts, Science & Computers, Geography and Art.

Resources
In order to complete these project students will require:

1. Internet connection.

2. Computer.

3. Printer. 

4. Research Project requirements for students

5. Note-Taking Document for Students

6. Rubrics for Teachers

7. Power Point Project Requirements

8. Power Point Rubric

NYS Learning Standards
English Language Arts 
Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Mathematics, Science, and Technology
Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

 Standard 4: Science Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science.

Social Studies 
Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface.

The Arts 
Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts.

Process
Upon completion of the animal unit in the textbook, students will be asked to choose an animal that they would like to research. Students will then be given the project requirements document and will be told what they need to complete. Next, students will be given the note-taking document and will be asked to use the website links to take notes about their animal.  At a later time, students will compile a research report using these notes.  When this report is complete, students will be asked to create a power point project, which will be posted on the Internet.  An at-home project supplements this project as well. 

Evaluation
Students will be evaluated using the rubrics for research/at- home project and power point project. 

Credits and References
“Panther sound..”  Online sound. Zooish Animal Animation. 26 March 2003. http://www.zooish.com
“Tiger growling and Computer image.” Online image Microsoft clip art gallery live. 27 March 2003. http://dgl.microsoft.com/
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