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Introduction
This project will be used to introduce the students to the fundamentals of the Great Irish Famine.  It will also provide background information for the novel Nory Ryan’s Song, by Patricia Reilly Giff.

Learners

This lesson is appropriate for grades 6-8 and fits best within the Social Studies and English Language Arts Curriculum.

Resources
Students will need access to a computer to view this project on the Internet or intranet. Teachers could also view from a disk with an LCD projector.

Students need the following resources:  teacher provided packet of questions and maps, pen. 
Standards

Social Studies

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of he necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the united States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 

English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Process
Students will be using this lesson individually to complete the teacher provided packet. 
Evaluation
The teacher will grade students’ packets. 
Credits and References
dictionary.cambridge.org/define.asp?key=famine*1+0  (Definition of famine)

www.askjeeves.com 

www.cavannet.ie/nature/spuds.htm  (Potato Blight)

www.clevehill.wnyric.org/aphist/Irelandhistory.html  (Primogeniture & Evictions)

www.people.virginia.edu/~eas5e/Irish/Famine.html  (Picture of Eviction)

www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/europe/europe_ref_2000.jpg  (Map of Ireland)

google.com

http://vassun.vassar.edu/~sttaylor/FAMINE/ILN/  (Digging Sketch)

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/irishflag1.html  (Irish Flag)

http://nancykeane.com/booktalks/giff_nory.htm  ( Book Cover)

http://www.people.virginia.edu/~eas5e/Irish/village.html  (Village Picture)

http://www.people.virginia.edu/~eas5e/Irish/Liverpool.html  (Embarkation Picture)

http://renaissance.dm.net/compendium/map-ireland1500.html  (Ireland map 1500)

Nory Ryan’s Song, Patricia Reilly Giff.  Delacorte Press:  2000. 










2001-2002


