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Introduction:  This project will be used as a tool to inform students about tall tales.  Using this power point presentation on an individual basis, as well as teacher directed in the computer lab will allow students to explore information on the World Wide Web.  Students will be able to become more familiar with technology, distinguish truth vs. fantasy, learn about oral history, and how exaggeration is used.

Learners:  This unit is developed for second grade students who will be using the treasure hunt to help enhance their understanding of tall tales.  Students will focus on characters such as Paul Bunyan, Johnny Appleseed, John Henry and Sluefoot Sue to help their understanding.

Resources:  Students will need access to the Internet via computers in the computer lab, printer, headphones and dittos printed from particular sites.  

Standards:  NYS Learning Standards for:  

Math, Science, and Technology #2-  Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

English Language Arts #1-  Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

English Language Arts #2-  Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent.  As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.

English Language Arts #3-  Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation.  As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences; ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

Social Studies #1-  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

Social Studies #3-  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface.  

Process: Students will be able to become more familiar with technology, distinguish truth vs. fantasy, learn about oral history, and how exaggeration is used through this web enhanced lesson.  Students will use this project independently in the computer lab with minimal teacher direction.

Evaluation:  Students will be evaluated upon the completion of the project by writing a tall tale and completing worksheets from particular web pages.  A student checklist will asses a students editing and understanding of skills.  A rubric will show the ability of the students understanding. 

Credits and References:  

www.pbskids.org/cgi-registry/lions/tales.pl/games
www.ibiblio.org/john_henry/story1.html
www.PaulBunyanTrail.com
www.coolgrahics.com
www.hasd.org/ges/talltale/talltale.htm
www.perry-lake.k12.oh.us/pes/clubs/Drama%20Club/Character_descriptions.htm
www.millville.org/workshops_f/Dich-FOLKLORE/FolkText/lesson2.htm
Mircosoft Office 2000
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