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Introduction

This is a Power Point Presentation integrating Communities, Culture, Geography and Government and includes a large number of activities. This serves as an introduction to a  unit on families, culture, map skills, history and government.  This also has some English Language Arts components.

Learners
This project is appropriate for grades 3 -8,  and fits best within the Social Studies curriculum.

Resources
Students will need access to a computer to view this project on the Internet or intranet.    Teachers could also view from a disk with an LCD projector.  A world and state map are needed as well as a variety of materials depending on the projects and activities chosen.

Standards

Social Studies

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface.

Standard 4: Economics Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the United states and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and nonmarket mechanisms. 

English

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Process
There is a variety of ways to present this project.  The class may view the project as a group or in small groups as they begin to work on the performance task.  This could also be viewed via an LCD projector.
Evaluation
Teacher prepared evaluation and a large variety of assessments are available on this program.
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