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Introduction
This lesson involves creating strategies to research a particular author using online resources. Students will be introduced to strategies to construct and conduct Internet searches using Search Engines and Subject Directories to locate relevant information.  By focusing on general online sites rather than print or subscription databases, students will develop strategies to successfully navigate through and understand the diverse nature of online sources. 

Learners
Teachers and Library Media Specialists may use this lesson with students grades K-12. The resource page provides appropriate author information for Elementary, Middle and High School students; however, the lesson portion is easily applied to any grade level doing biographical research and addresses standards in other curricular area.
Resources
Internet connection

Optional:

 
Email (for correspondence with author websites)

LCD projector for display of multimedia final presentations
Standards

NYS Standards (English Language Arts)
· Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

· Language for Social Interaction Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the Accepted conventions of the English language for effective social Communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and Listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views. 

ISTE Standards  

· Technology productivity tools 

Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 

Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.  

· Technology research tools 

Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 

Students evaluate and select new information resources and technological innovations based on the appropriateness for specific tasks. 

Process
Students will develop logical search strategies following the given sequence on the main page. Students will use Internet sources to find the information required. Upon completion of research, students will begin to create a final product according to teacher specification (see Project Ideas). 
Evaluation
Students will be evaluated based on their success in finding the required information from Internet sources. Teachers may also evaluate the final presentation using media-appropriate rubrics (see Alternative Rubrics)
Credits and References
Provide a list of references to items you used to create your Project. Include any Internet sites you used.

Google


 HYPERLINK "http://www.dogpile.com/index.gsp" Dog Pile
Altavista
Yahoo!


 HYPERLINK "http://www.yaholigans/" Yahooligans!


 HYPERLINK "http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/" KidsClick


 HYPERLINK "http://www.awesomelibrary.org/" Awesome Libraries
Alexlibris


 HYPERLINK "http://www.usawrites4kids.cjb.net/" AMERICA WRITES FOR KIDS!


 HYPERLINK "http://www2.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/authorstudies/authorstudies.jhtml" Author Studies Homepage - Scholastic


 HYPERLINK "http://www.usawrites4kids.cjb.net/" Author WebsitesUSA4Kids


 HYPERLINK "http://www.canteach.ca/links/linkspecific.html" CanTeach Links Authors-Illustrators


 HYPERLINK "http://www.ehhs.cmich.edu/~tbushey/author.html" Celebrate Children's Authors


 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/authors.html" Children's Authors & Illustrators on the Web


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cbcbooks.org/html/archives.html" Childrens's Book Council - Author Illustrator Archives


 HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/authors.asp" Kidsread.com Authors


 HYPERLINK "http://www.authorchats.com/archives/" Classroom Connect Archives AuthorChats.com


 HYPERLINK "http://www.carr.org/authco/mid-atla.htm" Mid-Atlantic Authors and Illustrators
Authors for Teens 
Children's Authors & Illustrators on the Web


 HYPERLINK "http://www.carr.org/mae/index.htm" Margaret A. Edwards Awards at Mona Kerby's Authors Corner


 HYPERLINK "http://www.authorchats.com/archives/" Classroom Connect Archives AuthorChats.com


 HYPERLINK "http://www2.worldbook.com/features/features.asp?feature=wwriters&page=html/intro.htm&direct=yes" Salute to Women Writers - World Book


 HYPERLINK "http://www.carr.org/authco/mid-atla.htm" Mid-Atlantic Authors and Illustrators


 HYPERLINK "http://www.people.virginia.edu/~jbh/author.html" Authors on the Web 

Catharton Authors 

Great Writers and Poets from Book Lovers 

Hall of Famous Authors 

Picture and Graphic Sources
CoolArchive - http://www.coolarchive.com
Brain - http://edu.artlebedev.ru/corporate/
Tintin - http://www.tintin.qc.ca/dessins/loupe.jpg
Architect - http://www.strategyplanning.net/img/architect.gif
Light bulb -http://www.nature.com/nsu/010802/images/light_160.jpg
Library - http://www.loc.gov/jefftour/images/jeff-library.jpg 

 

 










2001-2002


