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Introduction
Can you make connections between artifacts and theory about ancient civilizations?  Students will read about ancient civilizations and decide if artifacts support the theory the current theory describing that civilization. They will learn to critically evaluate historic theory & use historic evidence to support their findings.  In order to successfully complete this activity, students should have some prior knowledge of the ancient civilization they choose to explore.  They should be able to read and write at the 9th grade level.  This activity will take 3-4 class periods as well as some time outside of class.

Learners
This activity is appropriate for global history and geography students, grade 9.

Instructional Modifications
To use this activity with more advanced readers, find, or direct students to find, several descriptions of the political, cultural and economic life of the chosen civilization. Students should evaluate the extent to which the descriptions agree with each other and whether or not the artifacts support the theories. Another way to extend the activity is to have students search for artifacts other than those listed.

To use this activity with students who have limited reading ability, teachers may find information about each civilization at an easier reading ability and identify information about political, cultural or economic life.

Resources
To complete this activity, each student must have access to a computer and printer for two class periods.

Supplemental Activities
To extend this activity, students should choose a civilization other than those listed. He or she can then find historical evidence and textual descriptions of political, economic and cultural life of that civilization and analyze the extent to which the evidence supports the theories.

To extend this activity for creative students, ask them to choose three or more pieces of historical evidence from their own civilizations and write descriptions of the political, economic and cultural life of the civilization that might be inferred from them.  

In addition to a written report, students could present their findings in a PowerPoint Presentation.

NYS Learning Standards and Performance Indicators
This activity aligns with the following New York State Learning Standards 

Social Studies, Standard 2: World History Commencement Level. For this standard, students are required to: “use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.  

· Key Idea 4 states “the skills of historical analysis include the ability to investigate differing and competing interpretations of the theories of history, hypothesize about why interpretations change over time, explain the importance of historical evidence, and understand the concepts of change and continuity over time.” 
· Performance Indicator: To meet this requirement, students must “interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history.”

English Language Arts, Standard 1: “listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.” 
· To meet this requirement, students must “synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information” and “make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.” 
· Performance Indicator: Achievement of this standard is met when a student is able to “determine the relative value of different reference materials for a particular research question.”
English Language Arts, Standard 2: “Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.” 
· To do so, students must: “write and present research reports, feature articles, and thesis/support papers on a variety of topics related to all school subjects” and “support interpretations and decisions about relative significance of information with explicit statement, evidence, and appropriate argument.”  
· Performance Indicator: Evidence that a student has achieved this standard can be shown by his or her ability to “write an extended research report on a complex issue or topic that documents sources of information and is well organized to convey overarching ideas and supporting evidence and details”

Process
Students will choose an ancient civilization and research the economics, politics and culture of the civilization and complete a chart with the information.  Next, students will look at three artifacts from that civilization and analyze whether those artifacts support the generalizations about politics, economics and culture that they previously found – completing a chart.  Finally students will write a report with a review of their analysis.
Evaluation
This project will be evaluation using a rubric.  Click here to see a copy of the rubric.
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