DBQ  Practice

This year in fifth grade you will be taking a New York State Social Studies Test. This test will be given in November. We have set up a site for our classes to use to practice for this exam. Please read the following passages will describe the format of the New York Social Studies Test .

The exam is divided into three sections.
The first section is a multiple choice section.  In this part of the exam, students will answer 35 multiple choice questions that are based on grade 3 and grade 4 social studies content.
The second section of the exam is the constructed response questions - CRQ.  This type of question gives students some type of visual stimulus (a map, a graph, a chart, a picture or pictures, or a short reading passage).  It requires students to analyze the information and then CONSTRUCT a response to the questions asked, using information from the prompt. (This is very similar to type of question that we used to call "short answer" questions.)
The final part of the exam is called the DBQ essay. DBQ stands for Document Based Question. This essay requires students to look at several historical documents centered around a topic (these could be pictures, diary entries, maps, graphs, newspaper articles, political cartoons, etc.), analyze the information that they see and then answer an essay question using the information gathered from these documents and their own knowledge of social studies.  It sounds rather complicated, but in reality, it is really a very organized way for students to think and write. http://www.oswego.org/testprep/ss5/a/parenttips.cfm
The first activities that you will be working on will be helping you to acquire and review some background knowledge. Follow the directions that have been given on this page for the DBQ practice.

http://www.mohonasen.org/grade5/crows/crow.htm
